
Empowering Communities with Data

The Power of Partnership
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A Collaborative Project.....
The Endowment for Health – funding agency
New Hampshire Institute for Health Policy and Practice 
at UNH
Department of Health and Human Services

Office of Planning and Research
Office of Community and Public Health
Office of Knowledge Management  and Decision Support

NH Organizations and Community Leaders
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Community Partners
Business and Industry Association
Leadership New Hampshire
UNH Cooperative Extension
New Futures
NH Public Health Association
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Community Partners
11 Community Networks

North Country Health Consortium
Caring Community Network
Community Provider Network
Partners in Caring
Monadnock Partnership and Pilot Health
Health Manchester Leadership Council
Strafford Network 
Memorial Development Foundation
Greater Nashua Healthy Community Collaborative
The Community Resource Network 
The Dartmouth Hitchcock Alliance
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Network Service Areas

Unaffiliated
Alliance
CCNTR
Claremont
Concord
Conway
Manchester
Monadnock
Nashua
NCHC
Strafford
DHA
Overlap

1. NCHC and DHA
2. CCNTR and Concord
3. Claremont and DHA
4. Claremont and Concord
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One Year Budget 
Endowment Support:  $153,000
In-kind Support:  $259,000
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In-Kind Support
AHEC
Business and Industry Association
Community Health Institute
Concord Family Practice Residency
Dartmouth College and Medical Center
Dartmouth Hitchcock Alliance
DHHS – OPR, OCPH, OKMDS
NH Institute for Health Policy and Practice
Foundation for Healthy Communities
Rand Corporation
UNH
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Aim
Make data available to NH communities at a 
geographic level of aggregation that informs 
local decision-making.
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Goal One
Develop a business plan, and funding strategy to 
develop a sub-state level population-based 
health data and information system.
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Goal One 
Objectives

Communities will be able to 
locate and describe public 
health data sources 
We will be able to describe 
community need for local 
data, and education
Take the next step toward 
developing a community-
based information system

Products
Web-based health data 
inventory

Report

Business plan, funding 
strategy and grant 
application
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Goal Two
Develop training and educational materials to 
support the community data/information system.
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Goal Two
Objectives

Community/ state leaders 
educated regarding 
population-based health care 
planning.
Community health 
information and data will be 
used more effectively by 
local health care leaders
Information on  evidence-
based health policy and 
practice is accessible to 
communities.

Products
Presentation Materials 

Training Materials

Training Materials
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What are we trying to build?

Information system
Data that can be aggregated by different geographic levels 
and stratified by age, sex, race etc.
Data Fields Include:

Demographics
Socioeconomic Status
Health Status
Health Risks
Disease
Medical Resource Capacity
Utilization
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How will this data/information system 
benefit you?

Overview of health determinants
Flexible geographic areas
One-stop shopping for baseline measures
Ability to benchmark
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Field Model of the Determinants of 
Health and Well-Being (Evans and 
Stoddart)

Recommended by the Institute of Medicine
Research-based model
Framework for base-line indicators
Framework for performance measures



The Evans and Stoddart Field Model of the Determinants of Health and 
Well-Being*

Social
Environment

Physical
Environment

Genetic
Endowment

Individual
Response

-Behavior
- Biology

Health and
Function Disease Health Care

Well-Being Prosperity

*Why Are Some People Healthy and Others Not? 1994, New York:  Aldine De Gruyter
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How is the Field Model useful at the 
macro-level?

Frames Base-line Measures
NH Regional Health Profiles

http://www.dhhs.state.nh.us/dhhs/hpr/
program+report/rhp.htm
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How is the Field Model useful at the 
local-level?

Frames performance measures
Actionable indicators
Developed @ local levels
Developed @ state level



* All Above Plus......
Social Service 
Police

Police 

UHDDS

Crimes
Falls

Decrease 
hazards

Physical 
Environment

* All Above Plus.....
Business and Industry
Nursing Homes
Recreation Dept
Local Library
Schools

Local Survey

Census

IRS

Income 
Property 
Library 
Voting 
Recreation
Isolation

Improve quality 
of life

Social 
Environment

Prosperity

Providers
Plans
State health agencies
Local health agencies
Medicare
Agency on Aging
Community Orgs. 
General Public

Local Survey

Medicare

DHHS

Self-rated 
health status

Influenza 
Vaccine

%in nursing 
home

Reduce impact 
of disease 
among elderly

Health Care, 
Disease

StakeholdersData SourcesIndicators 
(Sample)

ConstructField Model 
Domain
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Why are we here today?
Learn about currently available data sources 
Preview a new tool for locating these data 
sources
Learn how other States developed local health 
data/information systems
Develop a list of key features of the proposed 
data/information system
Identify training and technical assistance needs



Questions



The New Hampshire Health Data 
Inventory
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Goal One
Design and develop a business plan, budget, 
funding strategy, and additional grant initiatives 
to provide communities access to local, 
population-based health data and information.
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Goal One 
Objective 1
Communities will be able 
to locate and describe 
public health data 
sources 

Product
Health Data Inventory
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Goals of the Product
Easy to use
Easy to understand
Web-enabled
Self-directed inquiries
Easily updated
Living document
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Progress
Achievements

Finalized format
Finalized content
Defined the process:  state data first, non-state data second, 
national data third

Things that made progress possible
John Bonds report
Eugenia Hamilton’s evaluation
Bill Walker’s report
Rhode Island Data Inventory



View the Health Data Inventory
www.nhhealthdata.org

(go to the web)
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Questions



Next Steps
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Empowering Communities with 
Access to Training and Information

New Endowment grant
Expands Health Data Inventory
Develops tools for community health 
assessment

educational and training events, technical 
assistance, and models of evidence-based practices

Seed funding for development of the Web 
Reporting and Query System (the WRQS)



Endowment for Health Grant:  
Empowering Communities with Data 41

Review of State Systems to Support 
Local Public Health Improvement

Colorado Oklahoma
Maine Tennessee
Massachusetts Utah
Missouri Vermont

Selected by considering size; rural/urban mix; mix of 
approaches; similar public health systems
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Format for Community Data Access

Colorado x x  x limited 

Maine x limited x In 
development 

limited 

Mass x x x x limited 

Missouri x x x x X 

Oklahoma x x x In 
development 

X 

Tennessee X X X X X 

Utah X X X X limited 

Vermont X X X  limited 

 

Standard       Special           Profile         Web-query           TA
Reports         Reports
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Contact Information
NH DHHS

Jennifer Taylor
603-271-7308

UNH NHIHPP
Holly DeBlois
603-862-1128



Questions
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